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9th Sunday after Pentecost  July 21, 2024 at 9:30 am 
  

GATHERING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

On July 28, the church commemorates 

Johann Sebastian Bach, Heinrich Schütz, and George Frederick Handel 
  

These three composers have done much to enrich the worship life of the church.  
  

Johann Sebastian Bach drew on the Lutheran tradition of hymnody and wrote about two hundred 

cantatas, including at least two for each Sunday and festival day in the Lutheran calendar of his day. He 

has been called “the fifth evangelist” for the ways he proclaimed the gospel through his music.  
  

George Frederick Handel was not primarily a church musician, but his great work Messiah is a musical 

proclamation of the scriptures.  
  

Heinrich Schütz wrote choral settings of biblical texts and paid special attention to ways his composition 

would underscore the meaning of the words. 
  

Organ Prelude                            Aria from 12th Concerto Grosso                    George F. Handel 
(1685-1759) 

  

Choir                                           I Long for Your Commandments                       Heinrich Schütz  
(1585-1672) 

  

I long for your commandments; your judgments all are just. 

Within your words is wisdom, your teachings understood 

are comfort to my spirit’s need and in the night my solace. 

Your statutes are my song. 
 

Without your lamp to guide me I wander from the way. 

Without your laws and precepts I stumble in the dark. 

Your understandings are my hope that I may run in freedom. 

Your ways are my release. 
 

O God, I love your knowledge, more precious than pure gold. 

It satisfies like honey, a sweetness on my tongue. 

It leads me to salvation’s door where you have spread your table. 

O, lead me to your home. 
  

Text: Jean Janzen (b. 1933), from Psalm 119 



Choir                                              Jesu, Joy of My Desiring                     Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685-1750 

  

Jesu, joy of my desiring! In my heart I hold him fast. Jesus comes with grace untiring  

till all cares and grief are past. Well I know that Jesus loves me, and his very life  

he gives me. Jesus I will not forsake, though on earth my heart should break. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

  

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

  

Gathering Hymn 618                             Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Apostolic Greeting     
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all.  And also with you. 
  

Hymn of Praise:  Come, Let Us Join our Cheerful Songs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day   
  

Let us pray. O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and 

protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

WORD 
  

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a 
  

A reading from Second Samuel. 1 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest 

from all his enemies around him, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, 

but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is 

with you.”  4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell my servant David: Thus says 

the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6 I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up 

the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I 

have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, 

whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8 Now 

therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from 

following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9 and I have been with you wherever you went, and have 

cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones 

of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their 

own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I 

appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD 

declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 

ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his 



kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14a I will be 

a father to him, and he shall be a son to me.                                            The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
  

Second Reading:  Ephesians 2:11-22 
  

A reading from Ephesians. 11 Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by 

those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—
12 remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 

strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus 

you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he 

has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15 He has 

abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in 

place of the two, thus making peace, 16 and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, 

thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17 So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and 

peace to those who were near; 18 for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you 

are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, 
20 built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 In him 

the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also are built 

together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.                                 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
  

Gospel Acclamation                                                 All sing the Alleluias, Choir sings the Verse. 

 

 

 

 

My sheep | hear my voice.* I know them, and they | follow me. 
 (John 10:27) 

  

 

Gospel:  Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
  

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

30 The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31 He said to 

them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming 

and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a deserted 

place by themselves. 33 Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there 

on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34 As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; 

and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began 

to teach them many things. 53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and 

moored the boat. 54 When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55 and rushed 

about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56 And 

wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and 

begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 
  

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

Sermon 



Confession and Forgiveness     
  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  +  one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.  Almighty 

God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   

Silence for reflection. 
  

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 

power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 

your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
  

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 

grace you have been saved. In the name of  +  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 

with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 
  

  

Hymn of the Day 654                                                                   The Church’s One Foundation 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Apostles’ Creed     With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 

to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 

of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
  

Prayers of Intercession       After each petition:  Lord, in your mercy, make us a new creation. 

 

 Peace     The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
  

Setting the Table   +   Presentation of Gifts 
  

Choir                                        Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God                                   G.F. Handel 
  

Come, Jesus, holy Son of God, thy truth unseal, thy love reveal. 

Lord, hear thou in mercy our prayer to thee. 

Come, Jesus, holy Son of God, come in thy might, send for thy light. 

Lord, hear thou in mercy our prayer to thee. 

Come, Jesus, O holy Son of God.  For thee we long.  Hear thou our prayer. 

To thee be glory now and evermore. 

Lord, hear thou in mercy our prayer to thee. 

Come, Jesus, O holy Son of God.  To thee be glory now and evermore. 

  

Offering Prayer  
  

A: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 

gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving  
  

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 

to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death 

and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn:   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer   
  

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us 

Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and 

glory, now and forever. Amen. 
  

Lord’s Prayer   
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.    
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  

  

Invitation to Communion 
  

Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please ask your server. 

Grape juice is in the inner-most ring of glasses in each tray. 
  



Lamb of God 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Hymn 611                                                               I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Table Blessing and Communion Prayer  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 
  

A: Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us 

with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life 

of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

SENDING 
Blessing     

Sending Hymn 722                                                         O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dismissal  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God.   
  

Voluntary                             Hornpipe from Water Music Suite                                 G.F. Handel                  
  

   

Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation  

in the fellowship hall following worship. 
  

The comic strip Agnus Day is a lectionary-based comic strip.  Each week, Rick (the one with the dark nose) and Ted discuss one of the 

assigned readings from the Common Lectionary. Their conversation drives at a point and sometimes sparks a laugh.  Agnus Day is the 

creation of Pastor James Wetzstein, a Lutheran pastor who serves as one of the campus pastors at Valparaiso University.  Agnus Day 

appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacred Rest 
  

The action-packed book of Mark may serve as an important reminder that faith is an embodied reality, 

shaping how we live, move, and interact in this world. An active faith looks like an unapologetic pursuit 

of justice, mercy, and healing for all in need. There was and still is no shortage of work to be done in the 

name of Christ. So, what do we make of Jesus’ invitation to “come away . . . and rest awhile”? 
  

In a society that values hustle and productivity above all else, true rest is 

profoundly countercultural. And yet, rest as a discipline has much to teach us 

about faith and life. Perhaps most importantly, rest reminds us that we are not 

God. It requires faith that God is still making all things new even while we 

step back for our own healing and nourishment. Rest reminds us that we do 

not bear the salvation of the world on our shoulders. This is good news! 
  

Additionally, taking time to rest has the potential to restore us to community, 

by reminding us of our rightful place in the body of Christ. We are but one 

part among many, which allows us to approach our work with more freedom 

and joy than we ever could alone. We are called to do the work of ministry in community: we all alternate 

rest, work, and play so that, collectively, we can move toward liberation for all God’s beloved creation. 
  

We may find this sacred rest in many places, but perhaps one such instance is in worship. Here, we come 

away to be with our God and each other. We feast together. We celebrate, contemplate, and praise. We 

remember who we are and whose we are. And then, rested and nourished, we are sent back out—to go 

in peace, to share the good news, and to continue to serve our neighbors in Christ’s name. 
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